
Andy Kovacs, Executive Di-

rector of the Alberta Soft 

Wheat Producers Commis-

sion in Lethbridge confirms 

this. ñThe Alberta Soft Wheat 

Producers Commission re-
ceives calls from all over al-
most every  week seek-
ing  supplies of   southern Al-
berta soft white spring wheat . 
Increased demand  on a limited 
supply of soft wheat will en-
hance price as well".     
 Without a doubt, the millers 

will be paying a decent pre-

mium for good quality soft 

wheat in 2010. This fact 

alone gives soft wheat the 

potential to be the ñsleeping 

giantò for 2010, as the CWB 

PROôs donôt even reflect this 

fact in their latest release.  

Advancements on yields are 

worth noting also. Accord-

ingto the yield data contained 

in the spring 2010 edition of 

SEED.AB.CA,  

(Continued on page 2é) 

In the past, growing soft 

wheat was usually associated 

with trouble- a crop that was 

touchy to grow; shattering, 

sprouting, and a hard time 

selling were the three main 

culprits that came to mind.  

For those of you who have 

had bad experiences with soft 

wheat and havenôt grown it 

for years, itôs time to revisit 

this crop and take a look at a 

few facts regarding the new 

dynamics for this class of 

wheat. The new varieties and 

new markets for soft wheat 

put it in a whole new light.  

AC Sadash, the newest soft 

wheat variety from SeCan, 

boasts huge advancements 

from the varieties of yester-

year. Shattering resistance 

improvements on Sadash 

allows this variety to be 

straight harvested with sig-

nificantly less risk. Adapta-

bility to regions outside of 

irrigation are enabling Sadash 

to be grown on dryland areas 

to take advantage of the etha-

nol market, as soft wheat has 

proven to be the crop of 

choice for the industry. Inci-

dentally, in 2009 Ethanol 

trials conducted by Western 

Applied Research Corpora-

tion in Saskatchewan, AC 

Sadash was the top yield 

leader out of 14 entries. 

Currently there is a shortage 

of soft wheat in North Amer-

ica. Milling companies from 

eastern Canada as well as 

throughout the PNW in the 

states have been looking. 

Soft Wheat ð The Sleeping Giant in 2010?  

Soybeans Increasing for 2010 in Southern Alberta and Saskatchewan  

The growing season of 2009, 

despite being 125 CHUõs cooler 

than the 7 year average, cre-

ated more than just a few 

happy soybean producers in 

the area. Yields have been 

slowly increasing as we are 

starting to get a feel for how 

this crop performs in various 

situations. Yields from first time 

growers on irrigation are reach-

ing into the mid-40õs, and dry-

land is seeing anywhere from 

12-25 bu/acre. With a little 

tweaking, we should be seeing 

soybean yields this year into 

the high 50õs-low 60õs range. 

We are hosting a òSoybean 

Producer Information Meeting ò 

once again During Ag-Expo this 

year on Wednesday March 3 

from 1:30 pmð 3:30 pm at the 

grandstand 3rd floor. If you are 

interested in raising soybeans, 

we encourage you to attend. 

There will be speakers there 

dealing with all aspects of soy-

bean production,  crop insur-

ance and marketing. Make 

sure you put this on your calen-

dar! 

Fabian Seed Farms Inc.  
Producers and Processors of Quality Pedigreed Seed 

ñThe Alberta Soft 
Wheat Producers 
Commission re-
ceives calls from all 
over almost 
every week seek-
ing supplies 
of  southern Al-
berta soft white 
spring wheat ñ        
-Andy Kovacs, Ex-

ecutive Director, 

Alberta Soft Wheat 

Producers Commis-

sion. 
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AC Sadash boasts an 11% overall yield advantage over AC Andrew. (For those of you who can only 

relate to the yields achieved with Fielder or Owens from way back when, this data translates ap-

proximately to a 30% yield advantage with AC Sadash) Producers under pivot irrigation are report-

ing yields as high as the 135-140 bu/ac range.  

Another noteworthy development is the marketing of soft wheat. In the past, you were limited to 

selling to the board, but look out if it went feed! Feedlots despised soft wheat, and you almost had to 

give it away, as they complained about the low protein. Wow, what a turnaround we have seen in 

the last decade.  Now, not only do you have the board option, but you can sell to the ethanol indus-

try, or if itôs closer into the feed industry. With the advent of the ethanol plants, there is an abun-

dance of protein found in DDGôs (dried distillers grains) found in practically every feedlot. Protein 

content is no longer an issue. Soft wheat has the highest energy rating per pound of any cereal grain 

(due to its high starch content) making it attractive to feedlots to add to their ration. They have real-

ized that they are actually getting a ñbonusò for the extra energy per pound, while only having to 

pay regular feed wheat price.   

Does AC Sadash soft wheat have a fit in your operation? Give us a call and letôs discuss your seed needs. We would be 

pleased to do so.  

 

Soft Wheat ð The Sleeping Giant in 2010? - continued from page 1  

AC Sadash Head 

2009 was absolutely brutal for 

Fusarium graminearum con-

tamination in southern Al-

berta, especially in irrigation 

fields. Elevators everywhere in 

the south are reporting higher 

than normal (in many cases 

significantly higher) levels of 

fusarium. There were many 

factors throughout the growing 

season that contributed to the 

high levels, but the bottom 

line is that it is here, and we 

now need to deal with it. What 

are some of the things that 

can be done to minimize this 

yield robbing and grade steal-

ing disease? First, testing your 

seed PRIOR to getting into the 

field is critical for a successful 

crop in 2011. If you are using 

your own seed, make sure 

your seed is plate tested and 

DNA tested for the presence of 

Fusarium. If you need sample 

bags and guidelines for prob-

ing samples, give us a call and 

we can set you up with bags 

and names of seed labs.  Per-

haps consider choosing this as 

the year to upgrade your seed 

stock with fresh Certified seed.  

Wherever you purchase your 

seed from however, make sure 

you ask the seed retailer for a 

copy of the actual seed test to 

ensure that the seed is not in-

fected with Fusarium.  Also, 

hand in hand with disease free 

seed is a good seed treatment 

program.   There is not much 

advantage to putting clean seed 

onto a field that has a potential 

of soil borne fusarium present. 

There have been numerous 

studies that show the financial 

benefits of treat-

ing your seed, 

especially on a 

year like this one 

coming up with 

the potential 

challenges we 

face. Bear in 

mind that the 

new chemistries 

that are used in 

modern seed treatments require 

precision application for proper 

efficacy. We are licensed and 

have that precision equipment 

to apply seed protectants to 

your seed so that you can be 

assured of maximum protection 

on your investment. After all, for 

a bumper crop, it starts at the 

foundation - quality seed.  

Fusarium Updateï Seed 2010 
Helping You Save...  
 

If you are using the loyalty 

programs with Syngenta or 

Bayer Crop Science, you will 

be happy to know that we 

have joined forces with Ag -

Collect data services. Ag -

Collect, as the name suggests, 

is a firm that gathers sales in-

formation from all ag chem re-

tailers throughout western 

Canada. At the end of each 

year they submit the informa-

tion back to the respective 

chemical company who in 

turn issues rebates back ac-

cording to the amount of prod-

uct used. Any seed treatment 

applied by  Fabian Seed 

Farms  will qualify for the re-

bate program, depending on 

which seed treatment you use. 

If you have any questions 

about the rebate program, 

contact you chemical supplier.  



CDC Baler Oats

- Cattlemen 

wanted it... we 

brought it back!! 
After a one year absence from 

our seed portfolio, and hear-

ing about it from our many 

customers, we are happy to 

announce that we have the 

Cattlemanôs favourite back 

for 2010. CDC Baler, as its 

name suggests, is a greenfeed/

silage variety that has excep-

tionally high forage yield as 

well as unmatched TDN/ton 

when compared to any other 

oat. How can this claim be 

made, or better yet, substanti-

ated? Itôs simple. CDC Baler 

is the only oat thus far in 

western Canada that was bred 

specifically for the greenfeed/

silage/ forage market. It has a 

much higher leaf-to-stem 

ratio, making much more 

palatable for the animals, 

which translates to lower feed 

costs and higher profitability 

as the bottom line.  

CDC Baler is also being suc-

cessfully used for swath graz-

ing. According to cattleman 

David Andrews 

of Bow City, 

CDC Baler oats 

used for swath 

grazing works 

well for him in 

keeping costs 

down.  (Insert 

quote and pic-

ture from David 

Andrews here) 

If you are look-

ing for options 

for your livestock 

feed require-

ments, give us a 

call to discuss your seed 

needs.  

Comparing the size of a CDC Baler oat 

leaf with a loonie 

Teaming Up To Give You 

More Options  
This spring Fabian Seed Farms is teaming up with SeCan and Farm Credit 

Canada to offer  a financing program for all of your spring seed and seed related input 

needs.  You can access up to $100,000.00 in financing without providing detailed financial 

records to FCC.  The rates are very attractive, and gives you the flexibility you need for the 

busy times of the year. Enrolment is simple; give us a call and we will get you setup with 

the details right away. (this program must be in place prior to picking up your seed)  

Futures Market Self-Study Course Now Available 
Every week we get calls enquiring how to sell soybeans using futures. For those 

of you who were wondering how to forward price your crops, there is a free self 

study course from the CME Group (Chicago Mercantile Exchange) available 

for download that deals with hedging with futures. Using futures as a tool for 

risk management and profit protection will become more important as time 

goes on, and we are seeing more and more opportunities with other crops, not 

just soybeans. You can download the course by going to this web address: 

http://www.cmegroup.com/trading/commodities/files/AC-

216_HedgersGuideNewBoilerplate.pdf  

 

 



VARIETIES AVAILABLE FOR 2010  

 
 WHEAT 
 
¶ Superbï HRSW 
¶ AC Sadashï SWSW 
¶ AC Crystalï CPSW 
 
 BARLEY 
 
¶ CDC Treyð 2 Row Feed 
¶ CDC Thompsonï 2 Row Semi- 
 Dwarf 
¶ Sundreï 6 Row Silage 
 

SOYBEAN 
 
¶ LS0065RR 
¶ LS0036RR 
¶ LS0028RR 
 
 
 

  OATS 
 

¶ CDC BalerðForage/Green feed 
¶ AC MustangðFeed  
 

TRITICALE  
 

¶ Bunkerï Multi-Purpose; Green feed, 
Silage, Grain, Ethanol Production 

 
 

GRASS SEED AND FORAGES 
 
We carry a complete line of grass and 
legume forage seed that can be blended 
to your exact specification. Call us for 
details.           

  ALFALFA SEED  
 
¶ MV Blend 

FABIAN SEED FARMS INC. 
Ph: (403) 377 -2000 ~ Fax: (403) 377 -2222 ~ Cell: (403) 633 -9999  

Tilley Alberta  

Email: fabian@eidnet.org   Website: www.fabianseedfarms.com  
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